
Silk Road –Globalization to the Ancient World –“Internet of Antiquity”
You will travel along the world’s oldest international highway. These routes crisscrossed Eurasia from the first millennium BCE (206 BCE) through the middle of the second millennium CE (220 CE).  Our festival will focus on the segment of the Silk Road that began in the Chinese capital of Chang’an (Xi’an) that covered the northern and southern routes around the Taklamakan Desert in Central Asia, crossing in the Iranian plateau and ended on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean in cities like Antioch and Tyre.  
The Silk road was not one road but a network of trading routes that ran approximately  5,200 miles from eastern China to west of the Mediterranean.  The Road was an exchange of knowledge and ideas among a culturally diverse group of people.  Silk was the luxury item in the west being the secret of China and its most important product and chief commodity along the network.  Caravans traveled through deserts, icy mountain passes, scorching summers and subzero winters.  Once maritime trade increased the trade along this road diminished.  

While traveling the Silk Road people became interested in trading goods with foreign countries. People traveled from great distances sell their wares.  Food, music, and entertainment were all part of the trip.  Merchants set up display booths in tents or market stalls. Sometimes they sold their wares from wagons or stands.  At first, people bartered for goods rather than using money.  As trade increased, merchants began using coins.

The seventh grade Silk Road voyage will be held on  Friday, May 16th 2014.  Students will travel from city to city trading goods and services as merchants did along the Silk Road. In preparation for this exhibit we will busily research our characters, design costumes, put together booths, and make wares to sell.  We have a lot to do…what fun!

Please think about the different types of merchants, entertainers, and people on the road.  Pick your top three choices (write 1 by your first choice, 2 by second, 3 by third).  Roles will be matched to requests when possible.  The number and type of booths determine the number of merchants and occupational representatives (rulers, travel guides, entertainers etc.) Remember that it is important to balance occupations for a successful Faire.
